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Data on the number of Indigenous doctors and medical students come from a number of sources. The 
main data sources are self-identification through the Census, health professional registration boards and 
medical schools. Due to issues of identification and small numbers there may be minor discrepancies in 
the numbers of Indigenous doctors and medical students estimated particularly between data sources.   
  
Medical Deans Australia and New Zealand collect data on Indigenous status from each Australian medical 
schools’ student enrolment forms.  These records show there are currently 153 Indigenous doctors and 
218 Indigenous medical students (Table 1).  
 

Table 1. The Indigenous Medical Workforce, 2011 

Indigenous medical practitioners 153
Indigenous medical students 218

 This data is valid as at September 2011.   Source: Medical Deans Australia and New Zealand, 2011. 
 

In 2008, the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare Medical Labour Force Survey found, there were 
153 Indigenous medical practitioners in Australia (NB this figure differs slightly from Medical Deans 
Australia and New Zealand data).  The average age for Indigenous medical practitioners in 2008 was 
about 3.5 years younger than non-Indigenous practitioners (42.1 years and 45.6 years, respectively) i.  

 

Australia’s first Indigenous doctor graduated in 1983, and since this time the numbers have been 
increasing steadily, however more need to enter the pipeline to reach parity with non-Indigenous doctor 
numbers. In both 2001 and 2006, Indigenous medical practitioners comprised of around 0.2% of total 
medical practitioners in Australiaii, despite the Indigenous population comprising of 2.4%iii and 2.5%iv of 
the total Australian population in 2001 and 2006 respectively (Table 2).  

 

*Includes missing (‘not stated’) responses. Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2009. Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander health labour force statistics and data quality assessment. Cat. no. IHW 27. 
Canberra: AIHW. 

 
                                                
i Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW), 2010. Medical labour force 2008. AIHW cat. no. AUS 131 
http://www.aihw.gov.au/publications/index.cfm/title/12016  
 
ii Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2009. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health labour force statistics 
and data quality assessment. Cat. no. IHW 27. Canberra: AIHW. 
 
iii Australian Bureau of Statistics 2002, Population Distribution, Indigenous Australians, 2001  Cat. no. 4705.0 
Canberra: Australian Bureau of Statistics 
 
iv Australian Bureau of Statistics 2007, Population Distribution, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians.  Cat. 
no. 4705.0 Canberra: Australian Bureau of Statistics 
 

Table 2. Medical Practitioners by Indigenous status and per cent (2001 and 2006)

  2001   2006 
  Number Per cent  Number Per cent

 Medical Practitioners 
Indigenous 90 0.19 106 0.19
Non-Indigenous* 48,029 99.81 55,037 99.81
Total 48,119 100 55,143 100


